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From Exit Strategies to Social Cohesion Policies: Forming New Coalitions Pursuing Social Justice 
and Environmental Sustainability. Andrea Salustri, Sapienza University of Rome 
 
The ongoing COVID-19 Crisis is enforcing the development model based of technological innovation 
and market interactions, at most mitigated by the intervention of the public sector, as well as its 
propensity to elaborate exit strategies to common problems. While this development model seems to 
be mis-specified with respect to the existence of societal needs that may trigger non-linear dynamics, 
that does not prevent from operating some redistribution informally. This process, however, is 
characterized by the spread of a multitude of social dilemmas, therefore it is of the utmost importance 
to restore a sentiment of solidarity among people and institutions to cope at least with the most 
harmful consequences of accepting a higher exposure to risks with respect to the adoption of self-
interested behaviours. While SSE organizations may contribute to rising at individual level an intrinsic 
motivation toward redistributive instances, universities may contribute to “extend” the so-called 
neoclassical theories (especially in the field of economics) to issues that are often overlooked, as 
unobserved qualitative mismatches, latent social dilemmas, and distance costs originating from social 
and territorial distances. 
 
UK Financialisation of Public Service Delivery. Leslie Huckfield, Glasgow Caledonian University 
 
The British state continues to propagate a series of post colonial governance and service delivery 
initiatives, especially based on the third sector, with support for impact measurement, social 
investment and the financialisation of health, social care and welfare. This recompositing of the 
political space means that a vast infrastructure provides a platform for philanthrocapitalism (McGoey, 
2015), with much of it funded and directed by government through the Global Steering Group for 
Impact Investment, British Council and Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office. By products 
from this mixed economy of welfare render ‘social enterprise’ polysemous (Jenson, 2015, 2020) and 
may ultimately restore recipient countries to a pre welfare state. This mitigates against any 
emancipation by grassroots communities and undermines attempts at social justice (Fraser, 2011). 
This contribution draws an analogy with the 1980s and 1990s transmogrification of welfarism into 
workfare. ”Workfarism” presented a challenge to welfarism at ideological, institutional and regulatory 
levels, leading to “transferable ‘reform options’ deployed by consultants, reform advocates, and policy 
intermediaries (King, 1992; Peck, 1998). Conservative Governments’ expansion of these programmes 
has only been possible through building on foundations laid down by previous Labour Government 
and third sector organisations. This trajectory represents a decoupling of UK third sector policy from 
a social economy in mainland Europe and Quebec. 
 
 
 

 
  

Atelier 1E 
Société civile, pouvoirs publics et innovations sociales 
Civil Society, Public Authority and Social Innovations 
 

 



Democratic Experimentation and Social Innovation in the Public Arena of Urban Agriculture: 
Preliminary Results of a Pragmatic Research in Florianópolis, Brazil. André Manoel, State 
University of Santa Catarina, Carolina Andion, Universidade do Estado de Santa Catarina 
 
Florianópolis is a city in the south of Brazil in which Urban Agriculture (UA) has been gaining space in 
the public debate. Therefore, we aim to understand this set of experiences and what are its potentials 
and limits to promote social innovation. Thus, we present the preliminary results and reflections on a 
pragmatic study that is being developed with “Rede Semear (RS)”, an informal forum on UA, and more 
broadly in the public arena in which the forum and other UA experiences are established. The research 
is being carried out within the Observatory of Social Innovation of Florianopolis (OBISF), a 
collaborative research platform on social innovation.  Reflection on the preliminary results allows us 
to highlight: (i) an emerging public and collective action with community based experiences; (ii) the 
potential to foster social innovation, to strengthen democratic experimentalism, and to stimulate the 
interface with the government, this last one, thanks to street-level bureaucrats. The next steps of the 
research are: (i) to follow and reconstruct the trajectory of the RS forum; (ii) in more broadly context 
of the public arena, expand the mapping of experiences; and (iii) finish with a systematic analysis of 
the participant observation. 
 
 
Collective Action and Social Innovation of Family Farmers in Brazil. Zilma Borges, FGV-SP 
 
The organization of the rural space with new production bases is a topic of interest to family farmers, 
rural collectives, social movements, universities and research institutes in Brazil. Developing models 
of agriculture that lead to sustainable and socially just strategies requires thinking of development 
models that harmonize the environmental, socioeconomic, health and political crisis. The issue, 
however, presents a complexity inherent to the multiplicity of interests at stake and the disruption of 
public policies in this field. This study discusses social innovations from the experiences of small 
producers, who from collective actions started to work in networks, with a territorial perspective. The 
objective of the text is to investigate forms of organization that articulate small producers, aiming at 
productive inclusion, and to analyze ways in which they have appropriated public policies, generating 
social innovation. The theoretical study, with contributions from the Sociology of Public Action 
dialogues with the debate on Territorial Development and Rural Poverty in Brazil. It is considered that, 
in the case of agroecological production, a new vision of traditional activities allows gains of social 
value for the community in which they live, with the strengthening of the condition of political action, 
and the perception of the impact of their own mobilization. 
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