Caisse d’economie solidaire

Desjardins
Financing a Fairer Economy

The Caisse d'‘économie solidaire

Desjardins is a financial cooperative O DeSjardins

committed to social economy and Caisse d'économie solidaire|
responsible investment.
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The result of a long history of union, activist, and cooperative engagement,
it represents a major social innovation in Quebec. Through its specialized
services and close ties with the associative, union, and community sectors,
the Caisse has become a powerful financial tool for transformative
collective action in the province.
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A Journey Rooted in Social Struggles

1923-1971

Founding of several credit unions from A Central Role Iin the Social

the union movement, including the first Economy Ecosystem

within the CSN.

1971
Establishment of the  Caisse With a loan portfolio of over $628 million,
d'économie des travailleurs reunis the Caisse plays a pivotal role in financing
de Quebec, which laid the cooperatives, associations, and mission-
foundation for today's Caisse | 1978 driven enterprises. It acts as a trusted
d’eéconomie solidaire. Integration into the Desjardins Movement. partner, capable of combining financial
performance with social transformation.
Depuis 2000

Launch of socially responsible
financial products, establishment of
strategic partnerships, and 2004
expansion across Quebec. Adoption of the name Caisse
d’@conomie solidaire Desjardins to
align with its mission.

Today

The Caisse has 4,500 member
enterprises. To date, it has invested
nearly $1 billion in loans to more
than 1,000 cooperatives and non-
profit organizations across Quebec.

A Social Innovation Serving the Common Good

A Distinctive Mission A Tailored Offering Strategic Support Strong Partnerships Lasting Impact
Financing for Socially Consulting, Collaborations Active support for
organizations and responsible financial support with Fondaction, community
individuals who savings products services for the Fonds de housing,
share solidarity (85% of total collective solidarité FTQ, sustainable job
economy values. savings), interest- enterprises. Investissement creation, and the
free loans, and Québec, and other vitality of the
collective rebates. ecosystem actors. associative and

cultural sectors.
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