SOCIAL ECONOMY CLUSTER IN QUEBEC

A Tradition of Solidarity Oriented Toward the Future

The social economy includes a variety of economic activities by collective enterprises—such as nonprofits, cooperatives, and
mutuals—that prioritize people, community benefit, the common good, democratic participation, and collective autonomy.

Though its roots in Quebec trace back to the 19th century, the social economy gained recognition as a distinct political and
social project with transformative potential from the mid-1990s. It emerged a response to the limitations of the market and the
state, in a context marked by economic crises and social mobilization, as civil society sought sustainable alternatives for
community needs (Lévesque and Petitclerc, 2008).

FROM CITIZEN MOBILIZATION TO STRUCTURAL ACTION

The 1970s and 1980s exposed the failure of dominant models to address poverty, social exclusion, and territorial development.
Foundational mobilizations, such as the community movement and the 1995 Women's March “Bread and Roses”, positioned the
social economy as a collective infrastructure for equity and the common good.

In 1996, the Summit on the Economy and Employment brought the social economy into the political arena. The report Daring

Solidarity (Osons la solidarité) proposed the sector’'s first development plan, and the Chantier de I'économie sociale was
established as a multisectoral roundtable for consultation and coordination (Working Group Report, 1996).

THREE PIVOTAL MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE SOCIAL ECONOMY

1996 — Summit on the Economy and Employment

This summit marked a agreement between key social actors — the state, the private sector, and civil society — paving the way
for a first support plan for the social economy and the structuring of an organized ecosystem (Lévesque, 2013).

2006 — Summit on the Social and Solidarity Economy

In a context of neoliberal reform, the Chantier de I'économie sociale (established in 1999) convened a second summit,
showcasing the sector's maturity and mobilizing capacity. The government adopted an Action Plan for Collective
Entrepreneurship recognizing the social economy as a lever for community development (Chantier de I'économie sociale, 2006;
Government of Quebec, 2008).

2013 — Adoption of the Social Economy Act

The Social Economy Act (2013) confirmed the sector’'s formal recognition by the Quebec government. It was followed by a 2015-

2020 Government Action Plan, co-constructed with stakeholders, aimed at strengthening support for collective enterprises
(Lévesque and Malo, 2024).

A STRUCTURED AND EVOLVING ECOSYSTEM

Quebec's social economy is supported by a social innovation ecosystem built on interconnected pillars:

e Collective enterprises — Nonprofits, cooperatives, and mutuals initiate collective solutions rooted in local communities.
Their governance is democratic and regulated by clear rules governing the surplus distribution.

e Social finance institutions — Fondaction, the Chantier de I'économie sociale Trust, the Réseau d’'investissement social du

Québec (RISQ), and the Caisse d’économie solidaire Desjardins, among others, provide tailored investment tools to support
the sector.

e Support organizations — Regional social economy hubs (po6les), the TIESS, transfer centers, incubators, and others
contribute to enterprise development, guidance, and knowledge transfer.

The composition of the Chantier’s board of directors reflects the movement’s diversity, bringing together representatives from
sectors, regions, and social movements.

A MOVEMENT IN TRANSITION

By 2025, Quebec’'s social economy encompasses around 11,200 collective enterprises and nearly 220,000 employees. It is at
crucial juncture, social economy is addressing the climate emergency, growing inequality, and evolving work dynamics with
innovative organizational models that prioritize people and place.

A new generation of actors is revitalizing practices by rethinking governance structures, fostering cross-sector partnerships,

and enhancing solidarity. The movement stays true to its core principles — social justice, democracy, and local engagement —
while tackling current ecological, economic, and social challenges.

Social economy enterprises span diverse sectors. For recent initiatives, visit the Chantier de 'économie sociale website.
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